My personal experiences have positively motioned me toward the helping profession, and I believe that I am meant to be a geriatric social worker. In recent years I have had a couple of grandparents pass away in both a long-term care setting and a hospital. My family received such great support from the social work staff; they expressed such empathy and compassion that was so appreciated in those difficult moments. These events in my life played a major role in why I want to be a geriatric social worker and specifically work with the elderly population.
One of my internships was working at the Ingham County Medical Care Facility. My experiences there opened my eyes and helped me realize how much I enjoy the specialization of geriatric social work.  Whether I continue in the social work field in a nursing home, rehabilitation center, or even in a hospital, I know that this is the population I would like to continue my work with.  I am interested in learning how social workers can assist this population in various health related settings, as well as services or programs to help them through the medical, physical or emotional crises they may be dealing with in their lives.  Since both of my placements lacked therapy group opportunities, I am also interested in learning how to provide support to caregivers of older adults through support groups.  I am interested in learning how to facilitate support groups that might be beneficial for this population, and gaining more therapy skills and techniques.  
My career goals are to work within a medical setting as a geriatric social worker.  Both of my internship experiences have allowed me to work with older adults and provide support to the individual and their family.  I would love to further my career by working with Veterans or continue working with older adults in the prison system.  I have had the opportunity in both field placements to work with many individuals who were veterans of the armed forces, so I would love the opportunity to work in a VA Hospital.  Both of these populations of older adults are of interest to me, and I feel there is a lot to learn from working with them both.  I feel both of these populations are often pushed to the side, and not provided the appropriate care or services that best meet their needs.  I would love to help advocate for them and strive to ensure they are receiving the care or services that they need, as well as, deserve. 


I have learned through my experiences that there is so much to learn from a client’s life story when working in this field, and I am excited to continue my career working with this population.

